Design and evaluation of a non-steady state rumen model  by Chilibroste, P. et al.
Netherlands Journal ofAgricultural Science 49 (2001) 297-312
Design and evaluation of a non-steady state rumen model
P. CHILIBROSTEl,2*, 1. DIJKSTRN AND S. TAMMINGA!
I Wageningen Institute ofAnimal Sciences (WIAS), Department of Animal Science,
Animal Nutrition Group, Wageningen University and Research Centre, Marijkeweg 40,
NL-6709 PG Wageningen, The Netherlands
2 Present address: Facultad de Agronomia, Estaci6n Experimental M.A. Cassinoni,
Ruta 3 kIn 363, Paysandu, CP 60000, Uruguay
* Corresponding author (fax: +598-72-27950; e-mail: pchili@adinet.com.uy)
Received: 22 September 2000; accepted: 9 October 2001
Abstract
A dynamic simulation model of digestion and absorption of nutrients was modified and eval-
uated under non-steady state conditions. The results of detailed grazing experiments, includ-
ing allowed grazing times (Exp. 1), combinations of rumen fill and starvation length before
grazing (Exp. 2) and contrasting sward masses and sward heights (Exp. 3) as main treat-
ments were used as reference values. The model was modified to run undeF a discontinuous
feed input of ryegrass. Neutral detergent fibre (NDF) and nitrogen rumen pools were predict-
ed with a relatively low root mean square prediction error (MSPE) of the observed means
(11%) in Exps. 1 and 2, but a higher value (18%) was observed in Exp. 3. This significantly
higher root MSPE was ascribed to the long period (up to 20.5 hours) of starvation that fol-
lowed grazing. Prediction was poorer for organic matter rumen pool (root MSPE of 16%)
than for NDF and N rumen pools, which requires further validation. Volatile fatty acid
(VFA) rumen pool and VFA concentration were predicted with a root MSPE of the observed
mean of32-33%, which was close to the random variation observed in the experiments. Am-
monia rumen pool was poorly predicted and the way ammonia is represented in the model
must be modified to predict ammonia production and absorption under non-steady state con-
ditions. The model can be used to predict ruminal digestion and absorption of nutrients (ex-
cept ammonia) of grazing lactating dairy cows under discontinuous feeding regimens provid-
ed large periods of starvation are avoided.
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Introduction
Dry matter intake (DMI) is the dominant process for assessing animal productivity
(Forbes, 1995). In forage-fed animals, the processes that occur in the rumen playa
determinant role in the amount and type of nutrients absorbed (Tamminga & Van
Vuuren, 1996) and in the control ofDMI (Grovum, 1995).
The progress made in the representation and quantification of the rumen fermen-
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tation process in models simulating whole rumen function has been significant, but
important gaps in knowledge and representation still remain (e.g. Bannink & De
Visser, 1997; Dijkstra, 1994). Recently an extensive evaluation of whole rumen
function models has been made (Dijkstra & France, 1996) and a number of issues
that require further research were addressed. One of these issues is the need for mod-
els capable of representing discontinuous feeding regimes in combination with ru-
men pools that vary in size with time.
For the representation and prediction of the unique processes of ingestion and di-
gestion under grazing, a rumen model capable of simulating fermentation processes
in discontinuous feeding regimens is essential. The present paper describes the mod-
ification of a mechanistic dynamic model aimed at predicting digestion and absorp-
tion of nutrients in cattle fed sugarcane-based diets under steady state conditions
(Dijkstra et aI., 1996) and the evaluation of this model for grass-based diets under
non-steady state conditions. For this evaluation the results were used of grazing ex-
periments with allowed grazing times, combinations of rumen fill and starvation
length before grazing, and contrasting sward masses and sward heights as main treat-
ments.
Material and methods
A dynamic mechanistic model developed by Dijkstra et al. (1996) to predict diges-
tion and absorption of nutrients in cattle fed sugarcane-based diets under steady
state conditions was modified to simulate a discontinuous feeding regimen of rye-
grass (Lolium perenne). Three grazing experiments (Chilibroste et al., 1997, 1998a,
2000) were used for the evaluation of this modified model. The experiments yielded
a large data set (n = 104 individual observations) obtained with lactating dairy cows
grazing on ryegrass pasture. Most of the inputs required by the model were recorded
during the experiments. The remainder was obtained as explained in the section
Model inputs.
Description ofthe model
The rumen model comprises 11 state variables representing four carbohydrate frac-
tions, four nitrogen (N) fractions, two fatty acid fractions and one microbial rumen
pool. The four carbohydrate fractions included undegradable neutral detergent fibre
(NDF), degradable NDF, insoluble starch, and soluble starch and sugars. The four N
fractions included undegradable protein, insoluble but degradable protein, soluble
protein, and ammonia. The two fatty acid fractions included long-chain fatty acids
and volatile fatty acids (VFA). All pools were expressed in grammes except the VFA
pools, which were expressed in moles. The rate of change of each pool with time was
described with a single differential equation integrating inflow, outflow, synthesis
and utilization of each fraction. The flux equations were described by Michaelis-
Menten and mass-action formula. For numerical integration, a fourth-order Runge-
Kutta method was used, which was run for a number of days to achieve steady state
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solutions. Details about model parameterization and the flux equations that consti-
tute the model have been described in detail by Dijkstra et al. (1996).
Description ofthe experimental protocols
Detailed descriptions of the experimental protocols have been published elsewhere
(Chilibroste et al., 1997, 1998a, 2000). The general procedure for an experimental
day is shown in Figure 1. After morning milking, rumen evacuation was carried out.
After each evacuation, the cows were placed in their respective grazing plots until
the allowed grazing time was over (Exp. 1) or until the cows voluntarily stopped
grazing (Exps. 2 and 3). Immediately after grazing, each cow was transferred to the
barn where its rumen was evacuated again. After the replacement of this second ru-
men evacuation, the cows were starved till the evening (Exp. 1 and 2) or till next
morning (Exp. 3), when a third rumen evacuation was carried out (Figure 1).
Model modifications
To be able to run the model under non-steady state conditions the following modifi-
cations were introduced:
1. Time. The original model was developed to run with hour as unit of time. Since
the grazing observations were done at 10-minute intervals, the unit of time in the
model is minute. The rumen pool sizes measured by evacuation before grazing
started (evacuation I, Figure I) were used as initial values at time 0 and the model
was run until the end of the starvation period (evacuation 3, Figure I). All time-
dependent parameters (production, absorption, synthesis, utilization and fractional
degradation or passage rates) were converted to operate on a minute basis.
2. Dry matter intake (DMI). Instead of assuming a steady state with a constant input
of nutrients (Dijkstra et al., 1996), a discontinuous feed input was programmed.
Grazing time was defined as the time elapsed from the moment the cows were
placed on the experimental plots until the moment they were transferred. During
grazing, bite rate was recorded for each cow by the same observer at 10-minute in-
tervals. The total number of bites was calculated as the product of grazing time
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Figure 1. Diagrammatic representation of the experimental protocol.
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and average bite rate. In the model, DMI at each integration step was calculated
for each individual cow as the product of the observed bite rate and the estimated
bite mass. For detailed methodological protocols of grazing observations see
Chilibroste et al. (1997, 2000).
3. Rumen pools. Three new rumen pools were calculated from the rumen pools origi-
nally conceived in the model. Organic matter (OM) rumen pool was calculated as
the sum of crude protein, carbohydrates and long-chain fatty acids microbial and
non-microbial rumen pools. Dry matter (DM) rumen pool was calculated from
OM rumen pool and from the ash fraction in the DM (114.8 ± 11.7 g per kg DM;
n = 52). N rumen pool was calculated by the summation of the rumen pools of N
in the feed (undegradable, degradable and soluble N), N in the ammonia pool and
N in the microbial pool. It was assumed that the crude protein (CP) content of the
microbial biomass was 650 g per kg DM (Dijkstra et al., 1996).
4. Rumen volume (V). To be able to simulate under non-steady state conditions, V
has to be considered a non-steady state variable instead of a constant dietary-spe-
cific variable like in the original model. A large variability has been observed in V
when grasses and legumes of low DM content are fed to cattle (Waghorn, 1986;
Chilibroste et al., 1997; 2000). A non-linear relationship between DM rumen pool
size (DMRP; kg) and DM percentage of rumen contents (DMC; %) as derived
from the data set (Figure 2) was used to estimate rumen V from DM rumen pool at
each integration step. This yielded the following equation:
DMC = 12.05 (± 0.19) x (1-e-Q·32(±O.17j xDMRP); Relative SE = 1.24.
5. Microbial population. In the original model - based on sugarcane-fed dairy cattle
- it was assumed that protozoal and bacterial biomass in the rumen constitute 40
and 60%, respectively, of the total microbial biomass in the rumen. These percent-
ages were changed to 20 and 80, respectively, to represent the situation in which
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Figure 2. Predicted (line) versus observed (symbols) DM content (DMC) of the DM rumen pools
(DMRP) for Experiments 1,2 and 3.
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cows are fed cell-wall-rich ryegrass diets (Hungate, 1966). Other assumptions
about the microbial population, like the proportion of bacteria attached (75%) and
not attached (25%) to the solid fraction, and the fractional outflow rates of proto-
zoa and bacteria, were not modified.
Model inputs
Feeds
In Table 1 the feed inputs required by the model are summarized for each experi-
ment. Exp. 3 comprised different days of sward regrowth as treatments, so three
groups of input values were used. One set of input values was used for the first 16
days of regrowth, when little variation in sward chemical composition was observed,
and two more sets of input values for the measurements on days 22 and 30, when
changes in sward chemical composition had become evident (Chilibroste et al.,
2000).
The values presented in Table 1 were derived from the chemical composition of
the grass (Chilibroste et al., 1997,2000). A constant chemical composition was as-
sumed for each individual bite. The compositional characteristics undegradable (D),
degradable (D) and soluble (8) of feed carbohydrates and CP for Exps. 1 and 2 were
derived from Van Vuuren et al. (1992, 1993), and for Exp. 3 from Chilibroste et al.
(1998b). It was assumed that ammonia, VFA and starch contents of the grass were O.
Furthermore, a constant lipid content of 60 g per kg DM in the grass was assumed.
Passage rates of the solid and liquid fractions and degradation rates of degradable
NDF and insoluble, degradable CP were assumed to be the same in the three experi-
ments and were set at 3.5, 8.0, 4.0 and 8.0% per hour (0.058, 0.133, 0.066 and
0.133% per minute), respectively. These values were derived from Van Vuuren et al.
(1992) and from our own nylon-bag incubations (P. Chilibroste, unpublished data).
Initial rumen conditions
Initial rumen pools were the rumen pools determined in the evacuation before graz-
ing (evacuation 1, Figure 1). For the three experiments, 10% of the N was assumed
to be soluble, 40% insoluble but potentially degradable, and 50% undegradable. Of
Table 1. Fractions (g per kg DM) undegradab1e (PU), degradable (PD) and soluble (PS) crude protein,
neutral detergent fibre (NDF), degradable NDF (NDF Deg.) and water-soluble carbohydrates (CRO
Sol.) in the grass eaten by the cows, in Experiments 1,2 and 3.
Fraction Exp.1 Exp.2 Exp.3
Days 6-16 Day 22 Day 30
PU 8.5 17.1 17.1 21.7 11.8
PD 76.7 153.5 153.2 127.2 106.0
PS 45.9 91.9 91.7 76.1 63.4
NDF 473.5 51Ll 430.1 466.9 531.9
NDFDeg. 378.8 409.2 344.2 373.5 425.5
CRO Sol. 242.2 100.2 150.2 150.0 150.0
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the initial NDF rumen pool 50% was estimated to be undegradable in Exps. 1 and 2,
and 40% in Exp. 3. These percentages were derived from a simulation exercise in
which NDF and CP rumen pools observed before starvation (Chilibroste et al.,
I998a, 2000) were used as initial values, assuming a ratio of degradable: undegrad-
able material as reported by Van Vuuren et al. (1992). During simulation the rumen
pools were exposed to passage (undegradable fraction) and to passage plus degrada-
tion (degradable fraction) for the period that the cows were starved. At the end of the
simulation period the ratio degradable : undegradable fractions was recalculated.
The OM residues after 144 hours of incubation in vitro (Chilibroste et al., 1999) -
after correction for microbial contamination - also gave an indication of degradabili-
ty of the NDF rumen pools, since NDF made the major contribution to the OM ru-
men pools (Chilibroste et al., 1998a; 2000). Both approaches yielded similar fig-
ures. Initial pool size of rumen lipid was set at 60 g per kg DM, and soluble carbohy-
drates at 0.6 g 1-1 (1. Dijkstra, personal communication).
Comparison ofsimulated and experimental values
The observed values of OM, NDF, N, VFA and ammonia rumen pools in the evacua-
tions after grazing and after starvation (evacuations 2 and 3; Figure 1) were com-
pared with the values predicted by the model. An assessment of the error of predict-
ed relative to observed values was made by calculating the mean square prediction
error (MSPE), using the following equation:
n
MSPE = i~(OJ-PYln
where
i=I,2, ...n,
n = number of observations, and
Oi and Pi are the observed and predicted values, respectively.
The MSPE was split into error due to the overall bias of prediction, error due to
deviation of the regression slope from unity, and error due to the disturbance (ran-
dom variation) (Bibby & Toutenburg, 1977).
Results and discussion
In Figure 3, the simulated OM, NDF and N rumen pools are plotted against the ob-
served values. The predicted OM pool tended to be lower than the observed OM pool
(root MSPE of 16% of observed mean, and overall bias and deviation of the regres-
sion slope from unity contributing 33 and 23%, respectively, to the MSPE). The root
MSPE for the NDF rumen pool was also 16% of the observed mean, but without
clear bias (80% of MSPE was attributed to random disturbance). The rumen N pool
was predicted well, with a root MSPE of 12% of the observed mean and 80% of
MSPE attributed to random disturbance. Because Nand NDF pools were fitted well
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Figure 3. Predicted (line) versus observed (symbols) values for organic matter, neutral detergent fibre
and nitrogen rumen pools.•: Experiment I; &: Experiment 2; .: Experiment 3.
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without obvious bias, the poorer fit of OM pool size must be ascribed to non-protein,
non-NDF organic matter in the rumen, i.e., soluble sugars and crude fat. Since sys-
tematic differences between observed and predicted pools within experiments may
exist that will not appear in the combined analysis, the root MSPE and the contribu-
tion of random variation to MSPE within experiments are presented in Table 2. For
the three pools, the root MSPE of the observed mean was larger in Exp. 3 than in
Exps. 1 and 2.
Few, if any, evaluations of simulation models are available that predict rumen pool
sizes under non-steady state conditions. Neal et al. (1992) observed MSPE values of
19 and 25% for the prediction of rumen bacterial N pools under assumed steady state
conditions at different levels of intake and different levels of dietary starch, respec-
tively. Bannink et al. (1997) evaluated the rumen models of Baldwin et al. (1987),
Danfrer (1990) and Dijkstra et al. (1992) which were run under steady state condi-
tions, using observations on cows fed grass-based diets. In general, they observed a
much larger prediction error for OM, NDF and N rumen pool sizes than for corre-
sponding duodenal flows. France et al. (1982) evaluated a sheep rumen model for
continuous and discontinuous feed inputs and found good predictions of rumen out-
flow with continuous feed input, but large errors in outflow occurred with discontin-
uous input. The MSPE observed in our experiments for OM, NDF and N rumen pool
sizes also compare favourably with predicted duodenal flows of NDF and N under
assumed steady state conditions (Van Straa1en, 1995; Neal et al., 1992).
Either an underestimate of OM intake or an overestimate of OM clearance from
the rumen could explain a predicted OM rumen pool lower than the observed value.
Although discontinuous OM intake was an input during simulation, chemical com-
position during the grazing session was assumed constant (Table 1). An estimate of
the selectivity in our experiments showed a high residual variability due to the low
sward utilization in the experiments (Meijs, 1981), which is likely to be the main
source of error in terms of feed inputs to the model.
OM clearance from the rumen is the result of two simultaneous processes: degra-
dation and passage. The latter has major effects on model prediction (Dijkstra &
France, 1996). In our experiments we used the clearance rate (kcl ) of acid detergent
lignin (ADL) as an indicator of solid passage rate, assuming that no degradation of
ADL occurs. The observed kc1 values of ADL (3.9 ± 1.7% per hour) were within the
wide range of passage rates estimated by Owens & Goetsch (1986) and Sauvant et
Table 2. Root mean square prediction error (MSPE, % of observed mean) and the contribution of ran-
dom variation to the MSPE (Random, % ofMSPE) of the fractions organic matter (OM), neutral deter-
gent fibre (NDF) and nitrogen (N) rumen pools, in Experiments 1,2 and 3.
Fraction
OM
NDF
N
304
Exp.l Exp.2 Exp.3
MSPE Random MSPE Random MSPE Random
13.1 49.1 14.3 37.4 19.7 40.2
11.9 75.4 11.7 46.8 21.5 89.6
8.4 99.7 11.5 45.5 14.7 48.4
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al. (1995) for forages, but higher than the value used in the model (3.5% per hour).
On the other hand, working with fresh ryegrass, Van Vuuren et al. (1992; 1993) re-
ported lower estimated values (2.4-3.5% per hour) of passage rate when lignin was
used as an internal marker. Mambrini & Peyraud (1994) also reported lower values
(2-2.2% per hour) of passage rate for fresh ryegrass labelled with rare earth metals.
Tamminga et al. (1989) pointed at the high variability and low reliability of the use
of the lignin fraction as an internal marker for estimating passage rate.
To investigate whether the lower prediction capacity of the model in Exp. 3 was
associated with the large period of starvation (on average> 20 hours) after grazing,
the root MSPE was split per evacuation. The respective root MSPE values of the ob-
served means for OM, NDF and N were 14.8, 11.7 and 6.3% for evacuation 2 and
35.7,43.9 and 57.2% for evacuation 3, respectively. This indicates that the observa-
tions shortly after grazing (evacuation 2) were predicted more accurately by the
model than the observations after a long period of starvation (evacuation 3). Also
splitting the MSPE per evacuation in Exps. I and 2 revealed a higher root MSPE of
the observed mean after starvation (average length of starvation of 7.6 hours) than
after grazing (pooled mean root MSPE for OM, NDF and N combined was 8.1 and
17.7% for evacuation 2 and 3, respectively). Important effects of starvation time on
size and characteristics of rumen pool have been reported by Chilibroste et al.
(1998a, 2000). So it is highly probable that some of the model assumptions, like con-
stant fractional rates for production, utilization and absorption of nutrients, or frac-
tional passage rates of solids and liquids, do not apply to our rumen conditions. It is
likely that the accuracy of model prediction decreases with increasing length of the
starvation period, i.e., with too large a deviation from steady state conditions. For in-
stance, in sheep, Aitchison et al. (1986) observed that in the first 5 hours after a
meal, between 50 and 67% of the intake of indigestible NDF was lost from the ru-
men, whereas only between 24 and 52% of NDF intake disappeared. A second in-
crease in the rate of removal was observed between l5 and 24 hours after feeding.
Similar observations were made for steers by Thiago et al. (1992). Okine & Mathi-
son (1991) observed differences in duration and amplitude of reticular contractions
during eating, ruminating and resting, possibly affecting the outflow of material
from the rumen during and after feeding. The functional density of particles varies
with incubation time and degradation rate (Nocek & Kohn, 1987), and the escape of
particles from the rumen depends on their functional density (Kaske & Engelhardt,
1990). Consequently, when rumen particulate OM after a meal is being fermented,
its specific gravity and chances of escaping from the rumen may increase or de-
crease, which implies that a fixed passage rate can be incorrect. During fermenta-
tion, the pH of the rumen fluid can drop due to the formation of VFA, and a pH be-
low 6.3 can impair activities of fibrolytic bacteria, resulting in decreased rates of
degradation of NDF soon after a meal when pH is lowest (Erdman, 1988). Also, ab-
sorption rates of VFA and ammonia depend on the pH of rumen fluid. For example,
Dijkstra et al. (1993) observed that VFA absorption rates decreased as the pH in-
creased in the range of 4.5 to 7.2. So there is ample evidence that fractional rate of
passage, degradation and absorption may vary considerably as rumen conditions
change.
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Figure 4. Predicted (line) versus observed (symbols) values for volatile fatty acids and ammonia rumen
pools, and for volatile fatty acid and ammonia concentrations in the rumen liquid.•: Experiment 1; ....:
Experiment 2; .: Experiment 3.
Simulated and observed values of rumen fluid concentration and pool size of VFA
and ammonia are plotted in Figure 4. The VFA rumen pool (Figure 4a) was predicted
with a root MSPE of33% with a large proportion of the variability explained by ran-
dom variation (97%). The VFA concentration in the rumen liquid (Figure 4b) exhib-
ited the same trend: 32 and 98% for root MSPE of observed mean and random varia-
tion, respectively. Since VFA production plays a major role in energy supply to the
ruminant and hence in milk and meat production and product composition (Sutton,
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1985), it has received special attention in modelling efforts (e.g. Dijkstra et al.,
1993). Nevertheless, the accuracy of predicting total VFA - particularly VFA molar
proportions (acetic, propionic and butyric) - by existing models remains low (Ban-
nink et ai., 1997; Dijkstra, 1994) and a series of suggestions has been made to im-
prove prediction capability (Dijkstra & France, 1996). Regarding the model evalua-
tion in the present study, it must be borne in mind that high variation coefficients
were observed in the experiments (around 30%) for all the fractions measured in the
rumen liquid (Chilibroste et al., 1998a; 2000). So model prediction accuracy for
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VFA rumen pools and VFA concentration should not be neglected. In comparison
with VFA predictions, the root MSPE of the observed mean for ammonia rumen pool
(79%) and ammonia concentration (69%) were larger. The large error in estimating
ammonia rumen pools and ammonia concentrations suggests that the model repre-
sentation of the ammonia rumen pool dynamics was not adequate (see below).
In an evaluation of a simulation model under non-steady state conditions an accu-
rate and reliable simulation of diurnal variation of the state variables is as important
as the prediction accuracy at certain fixed time points. A lack of accuracy to predict
certain observed values - but with a good representation of the diurnal variation of
the state variable - indicates the need for a re-parameterization or refinement of the
inputs of the model. However, a good accuracy to predict the observed value at cer-
tain fixed time points but with a wrong representation of the dynamic behaviour,
would indicate the need for a better representation of the whole process. The simula-
tion of ammonia and VFA rumen pool size for the same cow in Exps. 1, 2 and 3 is
shown in Figure 5.
Ammonia rumen pool exhibited a double peak in the three simulations shown in
Figure 5. This pattern was consistent for all cows and in all treatments; the shape of
the curve varied with initial ammonia condition, intake rate and composition of the
grass ingested. In the model, three inputs for the ammonia pool were considered: (i)
ammonia ingested with the diet, (ii) ammonia produced from urea transported across
the rumen wall or with the saliva, and (iii) ammonia produced by fermentation of the
soluble protein, which in tum arises directly from the soluble feed protein or from
fermentation of the insoluble, degradable feed protein. Ammonia concentration in
the grass was assumed to be O. An analysis of the inputs during simulation revealed
that the peak of the ammonia rumen pool during grazing was caused mainly by recy-
cling of urea, and the peak after grazing mainly by fermentation of soluble protein.
The simulated pattern of ammonia rumen pool and ammonia concentration (data not
shown) does not agree with our observations (Chilibroste et aI., 2000) nor with pre-
vious research under grazing (Rearte & Santini, 1989; Van Vuuren et aI., 1986). In
the model, the amount of urea transported was related to the concentration of ammo-
nia in the rumen fluid and to the total N intake. There are two main factors that may
contribute to incorrect predictions of urea recycling. Firstly, the maximum amount
of recycled N per unit consumed N was set at 0.971 g NH3-N per g N, which is a po-
tentially high N recycling rate for the conditions (low N diets fed to Holstein-Zebu
cattle) under which the original model was developed. This maximum value may
well be too high for temperate grasses containing high levels of N fed to Holstein
dairy cattle (Kennedy & Milligan, 1980). Secondly, in the original model, N recy-
cling is related to N intake under steady state conditions, which gives rise to unbio-
logical behaviour in the present discontinuous feeding regimens where the model
predicts high urea recycling during eating and no urea recycling during periods when
feed intake is zero. Recycling of urea results from urea in saliva and urea transferred
by diffusion from the blood to the rumen. Saliva production is stimulated by eating
and even more by rumination. Transfer of urea from the blood to the rumen is inhib-
ited by high ruminal ammonia concentrations (Egan et al., 1984). The simulation of
the recycling of ammonia clearly is inadequate to represent a non-steady state.
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Figure 5. Simulated (line) and observed (*) ammonia and volatile fatty acids (VFA) rumen pools for
Experiments 1,2 and 3. Grazing periods represented by horizontal bars (minutes 30-90, 100---270 and
110---180 for Experiments 1,2 and 3, respectively). Observed values are after grazing (evacuation 2; see
Figure 1) and after starvation (evacuation 3; see Figure 1).
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Contrary to ammonia, VFA exhibited a regular trend, which agrees with previous
research findings (Chilibroste et al., 2000), i.e., a slow increase of VFA rumen pool
at the beginning of grazing till the degradation of degradable NDF starts, and a max-
imum rumen pool after the grazing is stopped. However, the model assumes that the
soluble components of the ingested grass are immediately available to the micro-or-
ganisms for fermentation, which may not necessarily be the case (Chilibroste et a/.,
1998a). Nevertheless, the trend followed by VFA rumen pool is well represented and
a delay in substrate availability could be easily addressed in the model, including a
particle-dynamics subroutine.
Conclusions
The non-steady state simulation model for rumen fermentation predicted the solid
rumen pools (OM, NDF and N) with a favourable root MSPE of the observed mean,
but still somewhat higher than desirable (> 10%). The higher root MSPE of the ob-
served mean was largely due to the long starvation periods that followed grazing
(evacuation 3, Figure 1). This increase in prediction error with increased length of
starvation period indicates that better definitions of the model inputs are required,
particularly fractional passage and degradation rates. Prediction of the soluble frac-
tions of the OM rumen pool requires further evaluation. The volatile fractions (VFA
and ammonia) showed considerably less satisfactory predictions than the solid frac-
tions. VFA rumen pool was predicted with a root MSPE close to the random varia-
tion observed in the experiments. Ammonia rumen pool was poorly predicted and
the ammonia representation needs considerable modification to give an accurate pre-
diction of ammonia production and absorption under non-steady state conditions. In
its present form, the model can be used to predict ruminal digestion and absorption
of nutrients (except ammonia) of grazing lactating dairy cows under non-steady state
conditions. But it should not be used under conditions that involve long periods of
starvation.
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